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librarians generally in the United States. No trouble was too 
great for them to undertake in order to provide me with the 
information which I desired, or to add to my store of knowledge 
out of their own. A careful inspection of the twenty-three 
principal libraries in various cities which I visited afforded me 
the opportunity of comparing American library methods of 
working with our own, and enlarged my knowledge of library 
management generally. I attended the International Congress 
of Librarians held in connection with the Columbian Exposi¬ 
tion, and also the Chicago Meeting of the American Library 
Association. At the Congress I had the honour of reading, by 
request, a paper entitled “ How to popularise a Public Library,” 
in which I took the opportunity of emphasising the utility of 
free lectures as delivered in the Liverpool Public Library, and 
of making a city library the meeting place, as far as possible, 
of local literary and scientific societies. 

The opportunity of visiting some of the principal libraries of 
the United States is one I had long desired, and for the 
realization of this wish I cordially thank this Committee. I 
have not, I regret to say, brought home the rich cargo of notions 
which I expected; but I have brought home a much wider 
experience as a librarian, and a keener appreciation of the 
many-sided work of our own institution. 

Peter Cowell, 

Free Public Library, Librarian. 

William Brown Street, 

August 24 th, 1893. 


Report of the Librarian to the Clerkenwell Public 
Library Commissioners on his visit to 
American Libraries. 

/"'ENTLEMEN,—I have much pleasure in submitting this 
report on my visit to some of the principal American 
libraries and the Columbian Exposition at Chicago. Beginning 
at Boston, I travelled by way of Albany, Buffalo, Cleveland, 
Chicago and Washington to New York, visiting the chief 
libraries at each place, and making myself acquainted with the 
methods of more than a dozen institutions which are regarded 
as the most representative in the Eastern States. Besides this, 
I saw assembled at Chicago many illustrations of library prac- 
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tice from Europe and America. The main conclusion I have 
arrived at from careful examination and consideration of the 
libraries and systems I was able to study is that, although the 
American libraries are doing very good work, they are not, as 
claimed, doing better work than those of England ; while in most 
cases they cost very nearly twice as much, and accomplish a 
great deal less work. 

The almost general absence of news-rooms is one of the most 
striking differences between American and British libraries, and 
is defended by many Americans on the ground that newspapers 
furnish a low standard of literature. Other reasons advanced 
are that news-rooms attract the idler ; that, in America, news¬ 
papers are too numerous and expensive; and that every American 
citizen can afford to buy his own newspapers. The great value 
of the news-room as a feeder of the public library is evidently 
not yet recognised in America, and it is inattention to this and 
other features which tends to give American libraries a some¬ 
what deserted aspect, as compared with the great libraries in 
London, Liverpool, Birmingham, Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
Belfast. 

One feature of great value which is almost universal in 
America, but only occasional in England, is the practice of 
admitting readers to the book-shelves in reference libraries. In 
some places as many as 5,000 selected volumes are thus freely 
placed at the service of readers, and it may be noted as a curious 
and instructive fact, that the losses and mutilations are fewer 
than in cases where books are strictly railed off, and only issued 
on written application. At Buffalo, Cleveland and Boston there 
are admirable examples of this system of open access. A long 
discussion took place on the question, at one of the meetings of 
the American Library Association, and the speakers were unani¬ 
mous in favour of admitting the public to choose their own 
books, both in lending and reference libraries. Personally, I 
have long been in favour of this kind of unrestricted access to 
books, but owing to the arrangements of our library, have been 
unable to advise the Commissioners to introduce the plan. 
Nevertheless, the practice is daily becoming more widespread, 
and it is quite evident that in a few years most of the com¬ 
plicated indicator and barrier systems will be abandoned in 
favour of the simple plan of allowing the public to choose directly 
from the collections in their own libraries, the books which they 
desire. When time permits, and if the Commissioners desire it, 
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I shall prepare a report on the possibility of applying the system, 
or a part of it, to our own library. The results of the system as 
applied to lending libraries like those at Cleveland, Ohio, and 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island, are in the highest degree satisfactory. 

There were two library congresses held at Chicago, one being 
in connection with the World’s Congress Auxiliary of the 
World’s Columbian Exposition, and the other, that of the 
American Library Association. At the former, papers were 
read on various subjects of interest to librarians by delegates 
from England, America, Germany, France and Italy. These 
papers were chiefly on the educational aspect of library work, 
and were not heard to the best advantage, owing to the noise 
surrounding the place of meeting. Among the papers which 
excited the most attention were the following:— 

“ How to Popularise the Library,” by Peter Cowell, of 
Liverpool; a strong plea for lectures and other methods of 
attracting the working classes to the Library. 

“ The Public Library in its Relation to Education,’’ by 
Dr.' Hirsch, of Chicago. 

“Some Economic Features of a Library,” by Miss Kelso, 
Librarian of the Public Library, Los Angeles, California. 

“ The Direct Interchange of Manuscripts between Libraries,” 
by Dr. Hartwig, University Library, Halle, Germany. 

“ The Library Exhibit at the World’s Fair,” by Miss Sharp, of 
Chicago; and papers on French and Italian School and 
Popular Libraries. 

The program of the American Library Association meeting 
was much more ambitious and systematic, being entirely made 
up of complete reviews of every department of library work by 
American experts. It extended over eight days, and the 
discussions werS" nearly all lengthy and interesting. The 
intention is to publish all these papers, together with the 
criticisms and amendments thereon, in a volume which will be 
a handbook to library management, at least so far as American 
practice is concerned. It will be sufficient to name a few of the 
principal subjects which came up for consideration : Libraries in 
relation to schools, libraries from the reader’s point of view, 
organization of reference libraries, college and school libraries, 
trustees and library administration, buildings, branches and 
deliveries, furniture and fittings, government and bye-laws, 
service, hours of opening and Sunday opening, fiction, indexing, 
cataloguing, classification, lending, and binding. Altogether a 
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complete survey of library work. At the World’s Fair, a small 
portion of the space set apart for the educational exhibit in the 
U.S. Government building was reserved for the Library 
contribution of specimens and appliances, but most prominence 
was given to the American exhibits. There were four different 
kinds of iron bookcases shown, and on these were arranged a 
select library of the books considered most suitable for a small . 
American library. An elaborate catalogue of this collection has-, 
been prepared, and will form an admirable basis on which to 
build up newly-established libraries'.■' • ' 1 

1 The exhibition of library appliances also contained a large 
number of plans, cataloguing-methods, views of library buildings, 
specimens of library forms, and business books, besides examples, 
of. furniture. In other parts of the exposition were a women's - 
library; and exhibits of the apparatus used in university, and- 
school libraries in Europe and America. The exhibits sent from, 
Britain, w.ere unfortunately very badly displayed, many important, 
plans being' placed on one side; but in certain departments 
where ..comparison-.was . possible, notably in. bookbinding, 
catalogue-printing ,, and stationery, a marked superiority was 
evident in articles of British origin. The only other distinguishing 
feature of .-American libraries on which I will report, is the 
almost universal'employment of women assistants, some of whom 
are university graduates. ‘ A number of women also hold, 
positions as chief librarians. In one very important respect.the 
American libraries are superior to those of Britain, and that is in 
the closer connection which has been established between schools 
and other parts of- the educational machinery of the country. 
This has resulted in a more generous recognition of public 
libraries than has yet been'obtained in Britain, and furnishes an 
example which might well be copied by our own Government, 
when an extended scheme of education comes to be considered. 

*•' .. Your obedient servant, , 

... James D. Brown, 

. • Librarian. 

On the reading of thii Report it was unanimously resolved,- 3 -" That the 
Librarian’s Report on American Libraries be printed agi circulated among 
libraries, the press, and persons interested in the subject; and that the librarian 
be instructed to report on the question of admitting readers to the books in both 
lending and reference libraries, with a view to the application of the system to 
Clerkenwell if. found practicable.”. 

August 7 &th, 1893. 
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